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HOLY WEEK LIVESTREAM BROADCAST
The three keys Liturgies/Services of Holy Week will be broadcast from the parish
webcams. This year each of the churches in our Pastoral Area of Inchicore
Bluebell will host one of the liturgies. You can access these services in two
different ways, by either visiting your church webcam site or by following the
website links to the various services as given below:

Palm/Passion Sunday, 28th March at 10am
“Hosanna to the King!”
Holy Thursday Liturgy, 1st April at 7pm
“Do this in Memory of Me”
www.bluebellparish.com

Good Friday Liturgy, 2nd April at 3pm
“Father forgive them, they do not know what they are doing”
www.stmichaelsinchicore.ie

Holy Saturday Vigil, 3rd April at 7pm
“He is Risen”
www.oblateparishinchicore.ie

Easter Sunday, 4th April at 10am
“Alleluia! Alleluia!”
From Darndale (an Oblate Parish) in Dublin we will be able to participate in:

Good Friday Stations of the Cross at 12noon: www.darndalebelcamp.ie

THIS IS
HOLY WEEK

God’s boundless love.

For Christians, Holy Week is the most important week of the year. Holy Week
takes us from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, with its highpoint being the Easter
Triduum – those three great days from the evening Liturgy of Holy Thursday to
the Vigil of Easter Saturday and Mass of Easter. Reflecting on the Scriptures and
turning to ritual and symbols, Christians throughout the world, journey with
Jesus through those final days of his life, his passion, his death and resurrection.
In the process, we experience God’s redeeming presence, our faith is
deepened, our hope is renewed and our commitment to living a life of love of
God and one another is strengthened.
Last year most of our churches were shut due to Covid-19 regulations and
without webcams. This year our celebrations will be very different from
anything that has gone before. The restrictions in place because of the Covid-19
pandemic mean that we cannot gather together for our usual religious services.
This will not prevent us from coming together spiritually and taking time to
pray, reflect and to make this Holy Week a truly enriching experience of the
presence of God in our lives. We hope some of the prayers and reflections in
this newsletter will assist us.

PRAYER SAPCE AT HOME
Create a Prayer
Space for Holy
Week where you
can place different
symbols or things
of meaning to you
and those with
you.
Start
by
placing a candle to
remind you of the
living presence of
Jesus with you and
a Bible or a prayer card. Place this
newsletter in your space and use the
reflections as needed.

The Judas and Mary in US
In the quietness, we ponder the
strange interweaving of the love of
God with both human sin and
human goodness.
Sin and goodness write a story in
each of our lives.
In each of us, in every family and
community, both Mary of Bethany
and Judas Iscariot are to be found.
But we know too, that the love of
God in Christ redeems it all.
Therefore in the quietness, let us
confront the Judas in us who could
spoil everything and allow the
Mary in each of us to find
something beautiful to do for God.
Meditation by Ian Cowie

Palm

Holy

Sunday

Thursday

Hosanna to the King! Put a branch on
the door of your house or on the
window, to celebrate Palm Sunday. It
could be any green branch you can get.
This would help to connect us as we
enter into the Holiest of weeks. Palm
Crosses are available in your local church
if you wish to put them on display or in
your sacred space. Or tie a piece of red
cloth to the door handle or hang it from
the window as a sign of entering into the
Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus.

At the heart of Holy Thursday is Jesus’
command to serve others, modelled by
Jesus in the washing of feet and the gift
of himself in the Eucharist. ‘Do this in
memory’. In your sacred space place a
jug of water, a bowl and a towel.
Try to make a special effort to share a
family meal today or if you are not with
family to give them a call. Say a grace
before and after your meal.
Whose feet are you called to wash? Who
needs to know you are care for them?

Good
Friday
In the Passion, Christ has taken upon
himself the sufferings and the sins of our
world. The liturgy of the day has three
key elements: the proclamation of the
Passion, the Solemn Intercessions and
the Adoration of the Cross. Place a cross
in your sacred space. If you don’t have a
cross, make a simple cross with two
pieces of wood and some string/thread.
Take a quiet moment and look up at the
trees. What does Jesus’ sacrifice of love
on the cross means for you? “Jesus
remember me…”

Holy
Saturday
Holy Saturday is a day of patient waiting
when we, as Church, prayerfully reflect
on the passion and death of Christ and
await his resurrection. The celebration
begins around the light of the Easter Fire
and the proclamation that “Christ our
Light” is Risen. Place a candle in your
sacred space. Light it (safely) for yourself
and for those you hold in your heart. Let
the “Light of Christ” enter your presence,
your heart, renewing and reminding all
that we walk not in darkness but in the
light of the Risen Christ. Alleluia!

PASSION SUNDAY: Palmless
We gather virtually these days,
with virtual palms and virtual cries of praise.
Virtual cloaks we scatter underfoot
to greet the Son of David whom we long to meet.
Two metres wide (at least) the Covid social distancing
that separates the would-be members of the crowd
as we avoid quite gathering to greet him
sanitised, clean-handed at the city gate.
But there is nothing virtual about the Prince of Peace,
subverting all our violent dreams of glory
with his choice of gentle cross-marked beast of burden
to humbly carry him to Zion for the Feast.
Nothing virtual either in the bonds that link us all today
in honouring the ones who risk their lives to make us well;
in worrying for the elders home alone;
in understanding pressures hid behind closed doors.
Communion, then, is this: this web of praying, caring,
picking up the phone, dropping round some food,
sharing (at safe distance) smiles and tears,
this swopping words of hope for fears.
This is what we celebrate on Sundays in more normal times.
This is what our breaking bread and sharing cup proclaims:
that the Easter Lord still comes to share our little feast,
comes even through locked doors with words of peace.
By Rob Esdaile (www.indcatholicnews.com)

HOLY THURSDAY: Washing Feet
God of dirty hands
and tired feet,
taking people as they come,
kneeling and healing,
touching
where others turn away.
Forgive us
when we want to be too clean.
Forgive us
when we despise life
for the messy business it is.
If we are too proud
to own up to our brokenness,
if we keep hidden
what needs refreshment,
how can you care for us?
Painting by Sieger Koder

(Pause and Ponder)

Move us from distance to involvement,
from intent to touch,
that we might know
the ways you wash us
beyond our expectation.
Amen.
By David Coleman (Eggs and Ashes by Ruth Burgess & Chris Polhill)

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and
returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for
you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly
so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have
set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”
Gospel of John 13:12-15

GOOD FRIDAY: In Your Hands
Jesus called out with a loud voice,
‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’
When he had said this, he breathed his last.
Luke 23:46

God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8

Praise be to God for the proof of His love for us.
Praise be to God that He has reconciled us to Himself.
With Jesus we can say:
“Father, into your hands we commit our lives.”
In your hands our lives are safe, come what may.
We know that your forgiveness is greater than our sinfulness.
Even though there may be difficulties and dangers ahead,
we are in your hands.
All that is spectacular and all that is plain
have their origin in you, O God.
All that is lovely and all who are loving are rooted in you.
For your life informs our living,
for your compassion changes our hearts,
for your clear speaking cuts through are confusing generalities,
for your disturbing presence, your innocent suffering,
for your fearless dying, your rising to life, breathing forgiveness:
for all this we give you thanks.
Compassionate God, lifted up on the cross to draw all to yourself.
Grant that we who have been grafted to this cross
also find it a Tree of Life.
Adapted from a prayer by Ian Cowie
(Eggs and Ashes by Ruth Burgess & Chris Polhill)

HOLY SATURDAY: The Empty Tomb
Why do you look for the living among the dead?
He is not here; he has risen!
Luke 24:5-6

Rejoice! This is the night,
when Christ broke the prison-bars of death
and rose victorious from the underworld.
Our birth would have been no gain, had we not been redeemed.
O wonder of your humble care for us! O love, O charity beyond all telling,
to ransom a slave you gave away your Son!
O truly necessary sin of Adam,
destroyed completely by the Death of Christ!
O happy fault that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer!
O truly blessed night, worthy alone to know the time and hour
when Christ rose from the underworld!
The Easter Proclamation (Exsultet)

Living God,
break through the disappointments and disillusionments
that send us home, sad and silent,
like the Emmaus disciples with crucified hearts.

You, who toss boulders from the mouths of tombs
like pebbles into a river,
touch us this day with ripples of resurrection joy.
The news is too good not to be true,
that nothing in life or in death
can impede your vitality from reaching and raising us
from death to abundant life.
In this together,
help us to recognise the Risen One in our midst,
that our hearts might stir once more
with possibilities of resurrection,
and fresh songs of hope.
by Bruce Sanguin (If Darwin Prayed: Prayers for Evolutionary Mystics)
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“THE RESURRECTION
OF CHRIST is the
victory of love over
the root of evil, a
victory that does not
‘by-pass’ suffering and
death, but passes through them,
opening a path in the abyss,
transforming evil into good: this
is the unique hallmark of the
power of God.”
Pope Francis

EASTER BLESSINGS
OF JOY + PEACE

TROCAIRE BOXES: Please return them
to the House of Retreat in Inchicore or
The Presbytery (118 Naas Rd) in Bluebell.

