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Ash Wednesday 17th February 2021
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Season of Lent, and for many
it involves the smearing of our foreheads with ashes in the shape of a cross as a sacred
reminder that all humans are made of dust and shall return to dust—but we are dust
loved by God who has breathed his life, his spirit, into us. It’s a time of reflection,
prayer and charity. This year, however, Ash Wednesday will look and feel different
because of COVID-19 health protocols that require face coverings, social distancing
and — most challenging for conferring ashes during the traditional rite — discourage
physical contact. As we are in lockdown there will be no public services. Though many
of us have not met in person for the past 11 months, we adapt to this new reality and
mark our Lenten beginning and Lenten Journey in new ways. Whether we are
gathered in front of our church radio sets or TV or computer screens or mobile
phones, we will connect with each other over the airwaves and cyberspace, holding
each other in prayer and finding ways to reflect and remember the promises of God “I am with you always”.

Join us on-line in both parishes - Mass and Blessing of Ashes at 10am
ASH WEDNESDAY CARDS: In the church we have some special cards with
ashes on it. You are welcome to take one during the First Week of Lent. They will be
blessed on Ash Wednesday at our 10am Mass online in both parishes. Place the card in
prominent place to remind everyone in the house or carry it with you.

SOIL FROM THE EARTH or ASHES FROM THE HEARTH: If you cannot
get out of the house, you can take a spoonful of soil (earth)
from the garden or some ash from your fireplace and have it
on a dish in your home. We will bless these together during
the Wednesday Mass.

DRY LEAF or SMALL PEBBLE: Find a leaf or stone
and carry it with you as a reminder of the beauty and
fragility of life or the strength we discover when we
hold on to God as our holy ground.

Pray the Bible weekly meetings will help you to discover what God is telling
you through the Sacred Scriptures this Lent. Sr Mary Walsh, Daughter of
Charity, will guide us in this very personal and intimate way of encountering
God in Bible (praying with the Word of God, called Lectio Divina).
The meetings will last for around 45 minutes and will be held on Zoom application. If you wish to join us, email Fr Dominik (dom@oblates.ie) or your local parish office. You will be enlisted on the Group and receive an email with
the Zoom details you need. Below you can find the dates and themes:
* Thursday, 18th February, 7 p.m.

Mark 1:12-15

The temptation of Jesus

* Thursday, 25th February, 7 p.m.

Mark 9:2-10

The Transfiguration

* Thursday, 4th March, 7 p.m.

John 4:5-42

The Woman at the Well

* Thursday, 11th March, 7 p.m.

John 9:1-41

Jesus and Nicodemus

* Thursday, 18th March, 7 p.m.

John 11:1-45

Lazarus is Raised

* Thursday, 25th March, 7 p.m.

Mark 14:1-15.47

The Passion of Jesus

* Wednesday, 31st March, 7 p.m.

John 20:1-9

Resurrection

LENT: a Time for Renewing Faith, Hope and Love
Pope Francis’ message for Lent 2021:
“As Christians pray, fast and give alms during Lent, they also should consider
giving a smile and offering a kind word to people feeling alone or frightened
because of the coronavirus pandemic.”
"Love rejoices in seeing others grow. Hence it suffers when others
are anguished, lonely, sick, homeless, despised or in need.”

“Be increasingly concerned with speaking words of comfort,
strength, consolation and encouragement, and not words that
demean, sadden, anger or show scorn.”

Prayers before
the Blessed
Sacrament
Reflections on
the Stations of
the Cross
FRIDAYS OF LENT
following Mass till 1pm in
Our Lady of the Wayside Church,
Bluebell. Join via our weblink.

FRIDAYS OF LENT
Reflection around three of the
Stations at 10am from Mary
Immaculate Church, Inchicore,
through our parish weblink.

WEDNESDAY OF LENT:

Join the Oblate Family on a LENTEN
RETREAT at 7pm via ZOOM for a hour of prayer, presentation, sharing and
community. Each session will be presented by a different member of our
wider Oblate family in the UK and Ireland . Starting 17 th February. Please
register in advance, email: demazenodhouse@oblates.co.uk.

EMMET ROAD REGENERATION
Wednesday 24th February, 6pm-9pm: Dublin City Council
invite you to a public consultation webinar (on-line) with their
DCC architect, Bucholz McEvoy, presenting design proposals for
Emmet Road regeneration providing mixed-use 500 residential homes with
community, retail, public plaza and green space facilities. Your opinion and
voice continues to be essential in this process of redevelopment. Register
free for the event at www.emmetroad.ie OR contact Aoife on 087 127 3428
for assistance.
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Our Lady of the Wayside Church
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The Presbytery, 118 Naas Road, Bluebell, Dublin D12 YH70

Bluebell Parish Office: (01) 450 1040
Parish Secretary: Anne Boyle
www.bluebellparish.com
Email: olwbparish@gmail.com
FACEBOOK: OLOWParishBluebell
PARISH WEBLINK:
RADIO LINK
www.bluebellparish.com
for housebound
www.churchservices.tv/bluebellparish
to listen to the
parish Mass.
Contact office.

Mary Immaculate Church
Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, D08 C6TW

Oblate House of Retreat, Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, D08 P6K8

Inchicore Parish Office: 01 453 4408 Parish Admin: Philip FitzPatrick
www.oblateparishinchicore.ie
Email: maryimmaculate@oblates.ie
PARISH WEBLINK:
www.oblateparishinchicore/#live-streaming
OR www.churchservices.tv/maryimmaculateoblates

The Pastoral Area of Inchicore-Bluebell
is under the care of the Oblates

OBLATE DAY: February 17th celebrates the
anniversary of the day when the Congregation of the
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate had their
Constitutions and Way of Life formally approved by the
Pope in 1826. This year we mark this day on the 16 th
February as the 17th is Ash Wednesday.

www.oblates.ie

