When we look back over the past year, we might find ourselves grappling
to find meaning in the strange and challenging times that we have lived
through. Indeed, we could be forgiven to feel out of focus, even a little
unenthused about Christmas! Normally, at this time we should be
exhausted from the hustle, bustle, and panic of preparations for office
parties, carol-singing, family gatherings, neighbourhood visits: all part of
what makes up Christmas. We may feel exhausted, but it is a different
kind of exhaustion this year. We have been tested by Covid. Christmas is
paired back to essentials.
The event that took place in a little town of Bethlehem had no frills either!
Not even the choir of angels could distract from the winter air and the
labour pains of a homeless couple. But that is precisely the wonder of
Christmas. God comes face to face with us in the natural excitement of a
new-born baby. God and humanity embrace and bring warmth to a
stable where poor shepherds and rich kings befriend one another,
because, whenever Jesus is the focus of our attention, we are changed.
As Advent draws to a close and we finally ready ourselves to celebrate the
birth of Christ, let us remember this: God wants to come to each one of
us. He is in love with us, and has endless time to waste on us. Let us not
be afraid, but rather, rejoice, since we are highly favoured!
Over the Christmas season, while at table or visiting a church, or in the
silence of our hearts, there may be a moment to offer a prayer in
thanksgiving for the many good things that we have in our lives, and
especially in warmest remembrance of our loved ones who are no longer
here.
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Attendance at Mass for Christmas Eve and Day is by prebooked tickets only.
We are sorry for any inconvenience. The Bishops of Ireland in their Christmas
message remind us that “Christmas is about more than just one day. Families are
welcome to attend Mass at some point during the twelve days from Christmas Eve to
Epiphany. Christmas Masses will also be widely available over webcam and we
strongly encourage families to “tune in” from the “domestic churches” of their living
rooms and join with those who are gathering in their local churches in welcoming
the birth of the Christ-child.”

COMMUNAL CELEBRATION OF RECONCILIATION

Sunday 20th December: Fourth Sunday of Advent at all masses
Wednesday 23rd December: Service with Holy Communion at 10am
CONFESSIONS: Wednesday 2-5pm during Exposition

Thursday 24th December: CHRISTMAS EVE
Mass: 10am (Church will close at 4pm)
]

Vigil Mass of Christmas at 7pm
Night Mass of Christmas at 9pm
Church will open 15mins before each Mass time.

Friday 25th December: CHRISTMAS DAY
Masses at 9.30am & 11.30am
Church will close at 5pm
Saturday 26th December: St Stephen’s Day Mass at 10am
Sunday 27th December: Holy Family Masses at 11.30am & 7pm
Monday 28th to Thursday 31st December: Mass at 10am

Friday 1st January 2021: Mary, Mother of God Mass @ 10am
Wednesday 6th January: Epiphany Masses at 10am & 7pm

Christmas Blessings of Peace and Good Health to All.
Sincere thanks to everyone for your support throughout this year.

The Parish and Pastoral Area Team
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction and faithful in prayer. (Rom 12:12)

You and I will never be able to erase
the fact that he came:
to touch lives, to break bread
to heal hurt, to forgive sins
to wash feet, to calm seas
to walk on water
to give us the Spirit
and to care immensely.
Yes, to care enough
to be born in our Bethlehem
to live in our land,
and weep over our cities
and die and rise again…

God can never be born enough.
Sr Macrina Wiederkehr OSB (1939-2020)
Excerpt from ‘Christmas is for Healing’ in Seasons of Your Heart

Painting: The Nativity by Gari Melchers

Whatever be lost in this year,
Whatever doubts assail us,
or fears threaten us,
Let us hold onto the promise that
‘a bruised reed He will not break, and a faintly
burning wick He will not extinguish’. (Isaiah 42:3)
For God is With Us.
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